Kathleen Sharp, fiber artist, Tucson AZ

From earliest cave recordings through the many manifestations of contemporary art,
visual artists have made ‘marks’ as one form of communication. | use stitched work
- pulling a threaded needle through layers — to participate in this age old act. In my
chosen medium, many before my time have done the same resulting in the rich quilt
tradition from which my work sprung in the 1970’s.
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The making of one of my collage quilts begins with a gathering process. Using oil pastels E"ﬂ - R T aam

and torn papers, a flow of images, color, and markings are tracked in notebooks and
journals. A hunt begins for the right textile to place against another that will evoke exactly
the tension or flow or rest point dictated by some inner force. Fabrics are then cut and torn
into pieces to define line and form. Unexpected changes are made. A transformation occurs.

What was once a disparate pile of fabric and notations now evokes place, event, feeling. )
Goat in Boat study
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The underlying vision of the work is further supported in a labor intensive process of
crafting the materials into a final quilt form. Pieces are collaged and stitched into a whole
cloth for a top layer. A back layer is designed. Dense quilting stitches unify the layers and
create a fingerprint signature. Installation procedures are defined. The work — which may
range in size from 10 to 10’ -- is titled, signed, dated. It is finished.

Biographical:
Sharp’s process and ideas as a quilt artist have evolved over 30+ years of studio work.

Originally from North Carolina, she lived in the Washington DC area as a young adult
where she worked in community mental health. In the late 1970’s she left that field to
pursue art-making fulltime and soon began to apply earlier studies of fine art and surface
design to quilt making. She continued those studies and further developed her art quilts
while residing in Paris France and the San Francisco CA bay area. In 2004 she moved to
Tucson AZ where she maintains a studio for fiber art-making and small classes.
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